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which the problems of prisons can be constructively resolved.

The United States is far from being transformed into a social-
ist society. For the moment, the concrete problem that prison-
ers face is not how prisons can be reconstituted in a future,
revolutionary era, but how they can cope with the oppressive
reality of their lives today. That oppressiveness is rooted in the
internal power relations within American prisons and in the
role those prisons play in American society. As the prison move-
ment becomes an element in the internal power struggle
within prison, it can begin to mitigate some of the harshness of
the prison regime. And by becoming part of a broader radical
movement, it can help to create the social conditions in which
prisons can eventually be fundamentally transformed.

AUTHOR’S NOTE

In early 1971, a number of lawyers and legal workers came
together and formed the Prison Law Project in Oakland, Cali-
fornia. The idea of the group was to provide legal services for
prisoners and a focus for energies of lawyers and various groups
working for change in the prison system. I joined the Project as
a writer in order to concentrate my energies on writing The
Politics of Punishment. It was through the Project that various
contacts were made for most of the chapters in the book which
I did not personally write.

In November, 1971, there emerged out of the original Pro-
ject two completely autonomous organizations, the Prison Law
Project and the Prison Law Collective. These two groups were
characterized by different types of internal organization and
differing emphasis on various kinds of activities. The royalties
from the book will be divided evenly between these two
groups, and used entirely for legal assistance for prisoners.
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