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[#*****************************************************************

[#Sampling scheme for Vignettes.

[#

[#Vignettes -

[#Each respondent will receive three vignettes - 

[#one from each category (A-C).

[#These will be presented in _random_ order. 

[#(e.g.RNDVIGA, RNDVIGB, RNDVIGC)

[#

[#Severity -

[#Each vignette has 4 different levels of severity.

[#These will be presented in _random_ order.

[#No individual will receive the same level of severity

[#among the three vignettes they are assigned.

[#(e.g.RNDSEV1, RNDSEV2, RNDSEV3, RNDSEV4)

[#

[#Names -

[#The names will vary depending upon gender.

[#There is one male and one female pre-assigned names per vignette.

[#This can be a fill depending upon gender.

[#

[#Prefix and Suffix for disease names -

[#Vignettes B and C will be presented with the name

[#of the disease randomly assigned to the beginning

[#or end of the first of B or C to appear.  

[#The subsequent prefix/suffix for (B or C) will appear

[#in the opposite location.

[#RNDPRE = 0 or 1)

Random numbers needed -

[#Randomly assign order of vignettes and never repeat 

[#within a vignette category(RNDVIGA, RNDVIGB, RNDVIGC)

[#Randomly assign order of severity and never repeat 

[#the same level of severity (RNDSEV1, RNDSEV2, RNDSEV3, RNDSEV4)

[#Randomly assign first of B or C to be presented to RNDPRE = 1.

[#The next to be presented of B or C will have RNDPRE = 0.

[#*****************************************************************

Vignette texts

The series of general health vignettes will open with the following introductory text:

Introduction

Earlier we asked you to rate your own health overall.  We are interested in how you would use these same categories to rate the health of other people your age.  

Now I am going to describe the health of some people your age then I am going to ask you to rate their health using the same categories you used to rate your own health.

The set of possible vignette texts is shown here, followed by a description of how the vignettes will be selected and ordered.  

Disease A of 3:  No specific disease
Note that these texts also serve as “stems” for the heart disease and diabetes vignettes below.

· Severity 1 of 4:  [Name/she/he] is energetic, and has little trouble with bending, lifting, and climbing stairs.  [She/he] rarely experiences pain, except for minor headaches.  In the past year [Name/she/he] spent one day in bed due to illness. 
In general, would you say [Name]’s health is:


excellent, very good, good, fair, or poor?
· Severity 2 of 4:  [Name/she/he] is usually energetic, but occasionally feels fatigued.  [S/he] has some trouble bending, lifting, and climbing stairs.  [His/her] occasional pain does not affect [his/her] daily activities.  In the past year, [Name/she/he] spent a few days in bed due to illness.  

In general, would you say [Name]’s health is:


excellent, very good, good, fair, or poor?
· Severity 3 of 4:  About once a week, [Name/she/he] has no energy.  [S/he] has some trouble bending, lifting, and climbing stairs, and each week experiences pain that limits some of [his/her] daily activities.  In the past year, [Name/she/he] spent a week in bed due to illness.  
In general, would you say [Name]’s health is:


excellent, very good, good, fair, or poor?
· Severity 4 of 4:  [Name/she/he] feels exhausted several days a week.  [S/he] has trouble bending, lifting, and climbing stairs, and every day experiences pain that limits many of [his/her] daily activities.  In the past year, [Name/she/he] spent a few nights in a hospital, and over a week in bed due to illness.
In general, would you say [Name]’s health is:


excellent, very good, good, fair, or poor?
Disease B of 3:  Heart disease

· Severity 1 of 4:  [Name]’s doctor says [Name] has good blood pressure, and that [his/her] heart is in good health. [Plus stem]
In general, would you say [Name]’s health is:


excellent, very good, good, fair, or poor?
· Severity 2 of 4:  [Name]’s doctor says [Name] has borderline high blood pressure and high cholesterol, but does not need medication for them. [Plus stem]
In general, would you say [Name]’s health is:


excellent, very good, good, fair, or poor?
· Severity 3 of 4:  [Name] has high blood pressure and high cholesterol.  [S/he] once underwent angioplasty to unblock an artery, and takes medication for these problems.  [Plus stem]
In general, would you say [Name]’s health is:


excellent, very good, good, fair, or poor?
· Severity 4 of 4:  [Name] has very high blood pressure and cholesterol.  [S/he] once had a heart attack, and subsequently had successful bypass surgery.  [Plus stem]
In general, would you say [Name]’s health is:


excellent, very good, good, fair, or poor?
Disease C of 3:  Diabetes

· Severity 1 of 4:  [Name]’s doctor says [Name] has healthy blood sugar levels. [Plus stem]

In general, would you say [Name]’s health is:


excellent, very good, good, fair, or poor?
· Severity 2 of 4:  [Name]’s doctor says [Name] must lower [hid/her] blood sugar levels to avoid getting diabetes. [Plus stem]
In general, would you say [Name]’s health is:


excellent, very good, good, fair, or poor?
· Severity 3 of 4:  [Name] has diabetes, and controls it by managing [his/her] diet.  [Plus stem]
In general, would you say [Name]’s health is:


excellent, very good, good, fair, or poor?
· Severity 4 of 4:  [Name] has diabetes that requires [him/her] to take daily insulin injections, and is experiencing some diabetes-related complications.  [Plus stem]
In general, would you say [Name]’s health is:


excellent, very good, good, fair, or poor?
Vignette selection and ordering scheme

Overview.  
Each respondent will receive 3 vignettes.  These vignettes will represent 3 different severity levels (chosen randomly from the 4 possible severity levels), and 3 different disease series (one each from A. the no-specific-disease series,  B. the heart disease series, and C.  the diabetes series).  The heart disease and diabetes vignettes each come in two forms:  either the disease-related sentence precedes the stem text (the text from the no-specific-disease vignette of matching severity), or the disease-related sentence follows the stem text.  Each respondent will receive one vignette of each form.  I.e., if a given respondent’s diabetes vignette begins with a sentence about diabetes, then the respondent’s heart disease vignette will end with a sentence about heart disease, and vice versa.  (This will allow us to test for primacy and recency effects in our analyses.) 
The order of both the disease series and the severity levels will be fully randomized.  The names used in the 3 vignettes will always appear in the same order:  Nancy, Joan, and Karen if the respondent is female, and David, Tom, and William if the respondent is male.  To avoid excessive repetition of proper names, we will use them only in the first sentence of the vignette and in the last (or the next-to-last, if the vignette ends with a 2-sentence heart disease or diabetes vignette).  Other sentences in the vignette will refer to “he” or “she”, as appropriate.
Stepwise directions.
For each respondent:
(a) Randomly order the 3 disease series.
(b) Randomly order the 4 severity levels, and then discard the last (we only need 3).
(c) Pair the above to identify which 3 vignettes to use and in what order.

(d) Flip a virtual coin to decide which form of the diabetes and heart disease vignettes to use (either prepend for the first and append for the second, or vice versa).
(e) Based on the sex of the respondent, assign the three vignettes the names Nancy, Karen, and Joan, or David, Tom, and William.
(f) Wherever “[Name/she/he]” appears above (note:  it only appears in the no-specific-disease series), fill in the appropriate proper name if this is the first or last sentence of the vignette, and “he” or “she” otherwise.  (Whether it’s the first or last sentence will, of course, depend on whether there are disease-related sentences preceding or following the stem.)
Example of a fully constructed vignette (where the disease series is “heart disease”, severity level is 3, construction pattern is append-then-prepend, respondent is female, and this is the first vignette):

Nancy has high blood pressure and high cholesterol.  She once underwent angioplasty to unblock an artery, and takes medication for these problems.  About once a week, she has no energy.  She has some trouble bending, lifting, and climbing stairs, and each week experiences pain that limits some of her daily activities.  In the past year, Nancy spent a week in bed due to illness.  

In general, would you say Nancy’s health is:



excellent, very good, good, fair, or poor?
