
Applicant's Name______________________________________________   

Applicant:  Sign on the line below only if you wish to waive your right to have access to this recommendation.  

              _____________________________________________________________________________

GRADUATE PROGRAM
UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MADISON

Departments of Sociology and Rural Sociology
RECOMMENDATION FORM (NON-CONFIDENTIAL unless waiver is signed)

TO THE APPLICANT: Fill in your name and intended field of study before giving this form to the person you are asking
to recommend you. Provide him or her with a stamped, pre-addressed envelope.   NOTE THAT THIS FORM IS TWO-
SIDED OR HAS TWO PAGES.

Recommender's Name ________________________________________________________   

Position/Institution____________________________________________________________

How long have you known the applicant?_______________ In what capacity?____________________________________

TO THE RECOMMENDER: We would greatly appreciate your honest evaluation of this applicant to our Graduate
Program.  If you do not know the student well, please provide whatever information you have from your records.  In
compliance with the Family Rights and Privacy Act of  1974 (Public Law 93-380), we cannot assure the confidentiality of
your evaluation unless the applicant has waived his/her right to access by signing this form above.

Please attach a letter of reference telling us about the applicant.  The following kinds of information are most helpful in
your letter, if you are able to provide them: (1) Details on the kind of academic or other work the applicant has done for
you, and how you would evaluate  its qual ity,  both in terms of care and quality of execution, and creativity or original ity of
thought.  (2) Comparisons of this applicant to other students, particularly to students who have gone on to graduate
training.  (3) Information about your institution or the applicant which may help us to put his/her record of grades and
test scores into proper context (e.g. local grading norms, proportion of your students who attend graduate school, personal
problems which have affected the applicant's work, cultural or economic barriers).  (4) Anything else that will help us to
make a fully informed decision.

In addition to your letter, please complete the ratings and provide your signature on the other side (or second page) of this
form.

Please send completed recommendation form and your letter  to: 
Director of Graduate Studies
Departments of Sociology and Rural Sociology
The University of Wisconsin-Madison
8128 Social Science Building
1180 Observatory Drive
Madison WI 53706-1393

Your assistance to us and to this student is greatly appreciated.

Please complete  the other  side (second page) of this form.



Although we give great weight to your description of the applicant in your letter and the qualitative details you provide, we
would also find i t very helpful to have your honest assessment of the applicant on the following absolute and comparative
scales.   Please feel free to explain or qualify your responses in comments on this form or in your letter.

Absolute Rating: Overall, what is your estimate of the applicant's probability of success (i.e. receiving a PhD) in a top doctoral

program in social science?

Q Will easily excel, alr eady has the ability, likely to be a "star" e ven among a sele cted group of top students

Q Ability to complete the program is certain, likely to be among the top students even in a selective program

Q Ability to complete the program  is certain, likely ranking am ong top students is less certain, but will do well

Q Chances of successful completion of the program are very good (above 65%)

Q Chances of successful completion of the program are less certain, but the applicant's qualities definitely justify the risk

Q Chances of succes sful completion of the program  are uncertain

Q Chances of successful completion of the program are low, below 35%

Q Unable to judge

Please give us your assessment of the applicant compared to other students you have worked with (as students in your class
or otherwise, as appropriate):
Q  Truly exceptional, abilities that come along only once every few years
Q  Outstanding, among the top 1-2%
Q  Excellent, in the top 10%, perhaps higher
Q  Well above average, in the top 20%, perhaps higher
Q  Above average, in the top 40%, perhaps higher
Q  Average, in the middle of  the distribution
Q  Somewhat below average, in the bottom 40%
Q  Well below average, in the bottom 20%
Q  Unable to judge

Please indicate the comparison group you used in this ranking:__________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Please rate the applicant on the following: 

        
 OUTSTANDING  EXCELLENT  GOOD FAIR  POOR  CAN'T JUDGE

Reliability, self-discipline, 
gets things done

Focus, sense of purpose, clear goals 
for graduate study

Oral expression

Written expression   
 
Intellec tual cre ativity  
  
Quantitative ability (math, statistics)

Logical thinking, reasoning, 
argumentation
Persistence, overcomes obstacles

                  Recommender signature _________________________________________
                                                             NON-CONFIDENTIAL unless waiver has been signed

Send to:  Director of Graduate Studies,  Departments of Sociology and Rural Sociology, The  University of Wisconsin-Madison
8128 Social Science Building, 1180 Observatory Drive, Madison WI 53706-1393


